





2020-2021 TEEN ARTS + TECH
AFTERSCHOOL PROGRAM

40%
STUDENTS
22% 22%
8%
Billie works on their project in the 3% 29
fashion design studio (left). l [ -o
Billie, a current Teen Arts + Tech HISPANIC/ MULTI- NATIVE
student (below). WHITE BLACK LATINX  RACIAL  ASIAN L MERICAN/
ALASKAN
NATIVE
12%
8th Grade
12% 26%
12th Grade ...... A U 9th Grade
15%
¢ ’ 7th Grade %884 18%
10th Grade
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For Billie Beresford, the fashion design studio in WMCAT's Teen Arts + Tech Program isn’t just

The Teen Arts + Tech Program is intended for students in grades 9-12. Due to COVID-19 adjustments in 2020-21,

a place to try new styles or experiment with color. It's a space for self—expression. programming opened to grades 7-8 as well. Students from eight Grand Rapids Public high schools attended.

“l am very conscious of the way people perceive me,” said Billie, a third-year WMCAT teen

OUR STUDENTS SPEAK OUT

artist. “Once | started experimenting and finding my style it just made a big difference in my

mental health and my willingness to show who | was.”

Beyond building skills in fabric dyeing, pattern making, and garment construction, WMCAT is a

100% 97%

place for Billie to belong. “We always share and embrace our differences and celebrate them.”

“My experience at
WMCAT made me feel
more confident in my art

and gave me skills to
express it.”

- WMCAT Teen Artist

This includes their peers, but Teaching Artist John Cox plays a big part in that too. “From the

WMCAT staff
care about me

WMCAT accepts
me for who I am

moment | walked in, he made me feel welcome,” shared Billie.

When you support WMCAT, you provide a space for teens like Billie to build creative

confidence and elevate their voice.

Learn more at artstech.wmcat.org. 100% 83%

WMCAT is a positive
learning environment

I am more confident in my
art/technology discipline
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wmcat.org/stepyear

2021 STEP YEAR COHORT

WMCAT accepts
me for who I am

30%

WMCAT helped me in
creating an approachable
86%

HISPANIC/ MULTI-
WHITE  BLACK
LATINX RACIAL support network to help
me succeed

WMCAT helped me
believe that I can set
goals and achieve them

WMCAT helped me
understand my career
pathway options




Melody celebrates her accomplishments at
graduation with her classmates (above).

medical coding (left).
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'YOU WERE RIGHT,
| GOT THIS

Melody Grimminck couldn’t wait to share the good news with her WMCAT instructors: she got 14

a job as a medical coder at Exalta Health. Kent County zip codes
represented, the highest

“I never in my life dreamed | would be here today, in a career using my skills and knowledge to number from 49503

help the community and better my own life as well,” said Melody, a 2021 graduate of our Adult

Career Training Program.

At WMCAT Melody found a support system and place to belong as she pushed through mental

health challenges, built self-confidence, and worked to complete the program. “l wouldn’t be

Melody is ready to start a new career in BLACK _ 45%
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20

families

month courses in:

medical billing, medical coding
and pharmacy technician

able to have crossed the career finish line without WMCAT.” LAST I N G I M PACT

Your support provides pathways to opportunity for adults pursuing economic security through

new careers.

Learn more at work.wmcat.org.
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‘IWMCAT’s] encouragement, when it all felt like too much to learn and |
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2021 graduates
placed in career
within six months

doubted myself, reminded me that | am smart and capable,” said Melody.
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8  Ambrose does live, on-site
screen printing.

ADVANCING MISSION,
SUPPORTING
SUSTAINABILITY

How might we as a nonprofit advance our mission and strengthen organizational sustainability?
For WMCAT, one answer is social enterprises: commercial ventures that align with our mission
of equitable access to opportunity and provide revenue. In 2021 our two social enterprises,
Ambrose and Public Agency, contributed to our earned revenue while also supporting

community, belonging, and opportunity.

Ambrose at WMCAT is a commercial custom design and screen printing business that builds
community and provides social and economic opportunity. With local and regional clients,

Ambrose custom prints t-shirts, totes, and more with a focus on quality and creativity.

Learn more about how you can make t-shirts count at printambrose.wmcat.org.

Public Agency at WMCAT helps organizations foster a culture of equity, action, and innovation
by leveraging human-centered design methods and mindsets. Their portfolio of work includes
nonprofits, businesses, and public entities locally, statewide, and nationally; as well as a training

program for aspiring community leaders.

Learn how your team can use design principles at publicagency.wmcat.org.
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THREE WAYS TO
CREATE BELONGING

By making a charitable contribution to WMCAT, you are providing a place where
teens can connect, explore, and create through art; and where adults can build income

security for their families by training for a new career.

We offer several easy and impactful ways to give to WMCAT - it’s simple!
Just visit wmcat.org/donate.

ONE-TIME GIVING : MONTHLY GIVING
Giving to WMCAT is e Your recurring gift as an Opportunity

easy with our secure .. Curator will provide equitable access to

online form or via mail. e opportunity for families year-round.

LEGACY GIVING
You can join the Circle of Opportunity at WMCAT by making a
contribution today to our endowment for long-term sustainability or
providing for WMCAT through your estate planning.




